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FOREWORD 


Some three or four years ago I started to be asked, “‘What are you going to do in 
1987 to celebrate your centenary?’”’ Many suggestions, some serious, others 
frivolous, were made, but none seemed quite right. 

I felt that anything we might do just for 1987 was not really relevant. What was 
important was the continuity and tradition which had been built up over those 
hundred years. I believe those of us working on the firm at present consider 
ourselves very much to be custodians of this. Consequently it was decided to 
produce this small booklet which I hope will prove of interest to old and new 
Bexhillians alike. 

I am indebted to all those members of the staff and family without whose help, 
time and expertise freely given, the production of this booklet would not have 
been possible. 


Our premises today. (Photo: Ian P Barnett) 


E. WARBURTON & SONS 1887-1987 


On the Warburton side of the family, ancestry can be traced back to 1776 when 
John Warburton, grandfather of our founder, Ebenezer, was born of poor and 
humble parentage near Manchester. 

After some time spent as a weaver, he entered the Baptist ministry and became 
pastor at Trowbridge Baptist Church, remaining there until his death in 1857. One of 
his sons, John, evidently followed in his father’s footsteps, as he also became the 
minister at Southill Baptist Church in Bedfordshire. John’s son, Ebenezer, our 
founder, was sent as an apprentice toa Mr Heaver who owned Hempstead Mill on the 
river Uck between Buxted and Uckfield. Subsequently, he married the miller’s 
daughter, Harriet, and they moved to Buxted Mill, where they brought up their 
family of eight sons and three daughters. Two sons died in infancy, and one daughter 
also died aged only nineteen years; their fourth son, Samuel, was killed in the First 
World War. The remaining five sons all came into the corn and milling business. 

The water mill at Uckfield, situated by the level crossing, was acquired by 
Ebenezer in 1870, and following his retirement was run by George and Herbert, with 
Hempstead Mill, until 1950 when George retired, Herbert having retired earlier. 
The Uckfield Mill consisted of a small flour and grinding mill of five pairs of stones 
powered by a waterwheel, water turbine, and a gas engine (later changed to 
electricity). Besides grinding corn for the farmers, we also supplied Sussex ground 
oats to the poultry fattening industry in the Heathfield area. Oats were imported from 
Canada as these were highly suitable for stone-grinding. When white flour became 
popular, flour milling ceased, and a mixing plant was installed for making poultry, 
pig and cattle feeds. George’s son, John came into the business in 1937, and during 
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the war was responsible for the distribution of flour to various bakeries in the district, 
the flour being stored in a row of partly built shops in Uckfield High Street. As the 
cattle feeding industry changed to compound feeds, the large National millers 
marketed their proprietory brands, stone grinding ceased to a large extent, and most 
of the local wind and water mills no longer functioned. The Hempstead Mill closed 
first, and later Uckfield Mill was disposed of on the retirement of George, and John 
joined his cousins and uncles in partnership at Bexhill. Mention must be made of the 
long-serving employees at Uckfield — Mr James Oram and his son Jim, and Mr 
Packham, who were stonedressers. Mr Jim Miller drove the four-ton ex-army lorry 
with solid tyres and open cab and Messrs George Hards and John Hobden were 
storeman and lorry driver. George Warburton was Chairman of the Uckfield Parish 
Council, and Alderman of the East Sussex County Council for many years, and also 
Chairman of the Uckfield Bench of Magistrates for 25 years. 


Uckfield Mill. 


In 1887, Ebenezer bought the old corn stores at Belle Hill, Bexhill, and the 
Station Road premises were purchased in 1910. The Belle Hill store was extended 
after the First World War by building on what was the coal and wagon yard, and also 
by the acquisition of Mr Hayward’s shop and bakery. Following Ebenezer’s 
retirement, his three sons, Ebenezer junior, William and Harold continued in 
partnership; Ebenezer regularly attended Mark Lane London Corn Exchange on 
Mondays, and was mainly responsible for the store work, and the loading and 
unloading of lorries. William visited Battle Market, and also travelled to see farmer 
customers on a regular basis. Harold was responsible for managing the retail side of 
the business in Station Road where gardening requisites and pet foods were added to 
the normal merchandise. 

Many former residents of Belle Hill will remember thehive of activity at the 
Stores when all the crushing, cleaning, grinding and mixing machinery was in 
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‘Belle Hill in the Last Century. 


operation. They will also remember the tall, dark, commanding figure of Ebenezer, 
with a voice to match his height, emerging from the Office with a bunch of tickets in 
his hand and a chuck-up bat under his arm ready for loading. (A chuck-up bat was a 
stout wooden staff about 3ft in length. A man held each end of this, and the bag to be 
lifted was pulled back against the bat and then lifted on to the back of the lorry). 
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Our Belle Hill premises shortly before closure. (Photo: Courtesy of Bexhill Observer) 
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At this point, mention must be made of the loyal support the firm has received 
from its staff, three of whom served for fifty years. These were Harry Bishop, whom 
Ebenezer brought to Bexhill from Buxted in 1887 and who lived in the old cottage at 
the rear of the stores, Jim Freeman, who lived in the old wooden clapboard cottage at 
the foot of Belle Hill, and Alf (Ned) Whyborn, a lorry driver who lived in Windsor 
Road. Mention must also be made of others who served the firm over a long period: 
Arthur Wooller, who worked at the Station Road shop, Ern Berriman who was a lorry 
driver for many years, and Richard King, who served for over twenty years, 
becoming redundant when the Belle Hill premises closed owing to the construction 
of King Offa Way. Two others, still with the firm after a considerable time, are Mrs 
G. Clarke in the shop, and Mrs J. Unwin in the office. 


Station Road in the 1930’s. 


William’s son, Ken, started work at the Station Road shop in January 1935, 
and well remembers his first job, which was to deliver 3 x 30 dozen boxes of eggs to 
Mr Jewhurst’s bakery in Windsor Road. The firm was obliged to collect eggs from 
several of its farming customers, and although many were sold, there were occasions 
when supplies were overdone, and then Jewhurst’s took them at a knockout price. At 
this point it might be of interest to older residents to recall the names of other traders 
in the Town Hall Square area during this time. Above the shop in Station Road were 
Squirrell & Co., Domestic Engineers, then Reeve’s Newsagency. Mr. Reeves was 
tragically killed by a bomb in November 1940 as he was unlocking his shop door. 
Next to his shop was a sweetshop run by the Misses Howard and Lamb. On the 
opposite side was Hunnisett’s gramophone record shop, and Ken remembers buying 
there some Decca 78s of the Hastings Municipal Orchestra conducted by Basil 
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Cameron — these cost 2/6 (12'%p) each. Next door to Hunnisett’s was Vieler’s the 
photographers, then Gordon Harris, Builder and Decorator, and Waghorn’s garage 
where the present petrol station is situated. Across the road next door to the Castle 
Hotel, was the St. George’s Cinema, then Westbrook’s confectioners, then Burgess 
and Blundell, grocers, Mr. Bourn, watchmaker, Jewhurst and Thompson, bakers, 
Mepham’s removal office, Mr. King’s cycle shop, Mr. Haley’s wine shop, Spring 
Brothers ironmongers, Offen and Shoesmith, butchers, and Findlater’s wine 
merchants. 

In the following year, 1936, Ken started work at the Belle Hill stores. At that 
time the firm sold coal and coke; steam coal to farmers for the steam engines which 
powered the threshing machines, and also coal for domestic kitchens. Thus, every 
Monday morning, the first job was to bag up about 3 tons of coal at the firm’s wharf in 
the West Station goods yard. This was delivered during the day to regular customers 
in Bexhill and the surrounding villages. As the feeding-stuffs trade increased after the 
war, the coal trade was sold off to Messrs Hartley and Winchester. 

Before the war, the firm’s main supplies came by rail to the Central Station 
goods yard, now Sainsbury’s store and car park. These were mainly seed corn from 
East Anglia and North Kent, beet pulp from Suffolk, and straw from West Sussex. 
The straw came in 36lb trusses which sold for about 5p each. Gradually more 
supplies were delivered by road from London Mills and Docks, and were transported 
by Frank Green’s Haulage Company, then Willingham’s, and latterly by George 
Martin and Bernard Carey, of S.B. Carey Ltd. During the war, feeding-stuffs were of 
course rationed, and one could only sell what was available. Consequently, one meal 
was mixed for pigs and poultry, dairy cake and calf cake being bought in from 
Thorley’s in London. Every week, a load of bran and middlings as well as self-raising 
flour was collected from McDougall’s Mill at Horsebridge. Before the advent of hay 
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Bottom of Belle Hill before construction of King Offa Way. 
(Photo: Courtesy of Bexhill Observer) 


and straw bales, hay was bought by the stack, and then the firm’s hay press was 
delivered to the farm for the hay tier to work on it. He was a Mr. Corke from 
Pevensey, and it was Ken’s job to collect him at 7 am and take him to the stack where 
he would spend the day cutting and tying the hay in 56lb trusses. At the end of the 
day, one of the firm’s lorries would collect the hay, and also return Mr. Corke to his 
home. 

For the first years that Ken was in the firm, much hard work was involved. 
This was before the introduction of 25kg bags, and the majority of feeding-stuffs 
came in 1 cwt, 114 cwt and 112 cwt bags. A great deal of corn was delivered in four- 
bushel corn sacks from 1! cwt to over 24 cwt, and carried from the lorry into store. 
This was also before compound fertilisers, and these were delivered as straights, 
namely, sulphate of ammonia in 2 cwt bags, superphosphate in 11/4 cwt bags, sulphate 
of potash in 11/2 cwt bags, and slag in 114 cwt bags. In Bexhill there was also a good 
trade for horse feeds; regular customers were Miss Garner at the Sackville Garage 
Mews in Bolebrooke Road, also the stables behind the Castle Hotel, Mr. Jewhurst 
between London and Amherst Roads, Miss Mappin in Collington Lane, Mrs. de 
Winton, also the Misses Burgess and the Glessing family in Barnhorn Road. 

In 1950, as already mentioned, George’s son, John came to Bexhill and 
continued to run the business in partnership with his uncle William and cousins Lois 
(Ebenezer’s daughter) and Ken. Ebenezer and Harold also retired about this time. 
John began to attend Hailsham market regularly and succeeded in building up a 
useful trade in the Langney and Lottbridge area of Eastbourne, this being an area not 
previously covered. Although much of this land has now been developed for factory 
and housing use, several customers in the area behind Eastbourne are still supplied. 
John also made frequent visits to Mark Lane Corn Exchange, London. 

In 1964, William and Lois retired, leaving John and Ken as partners in the 
business, and then in 1970, after leaving Bexhill Grammar School, Ken’s son David, 
joined the firm. He later became shop manager, and then joined in partnership with 
his father in 1980 when John retired. On Ken’s retirement in 1984, David (great- 
grandson of the founder) took over the business as sole proprietor. 

Despite losing our Belle Hill premises in 1975, the firm has developed, and has 
extended the Station Road premises. We hope to maintain a reliable, personal service 
for many years to come, and take this opportunity of thanking our many customers for 
their support over the years. 
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